
G C

Y C

AVAR IVIC

OUTH ENTER

ա
երկխոս	թյ	ն

ղԽ ա ղ թ այ ն

ARMENIA

Based on a Joint Submission by a Group of Civil Society Organisa  ons to the UN Human Rights Council 
35th Session of the Universal Periodic Review (20 – 31 January 2020)

The state has not undertaken signifi cant eff orts towards the implementa  on of recommenda  ons received during 
the second cycle of the UPR. Par  cularly, no progress was registered to ensure eff ec  ve inves  ga  on of torture 
complaints.

Gaps in preven  on and punishment of torture and other ill-treatment
Torture remains a legisla  ve and prac  cal problem. The Criminal Code provides the defi ni  on of torture in line with 
UNCAT standards, while other cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment and punishment are not criminalised.1 The 
cases falling under ill-treatment are usually qualifi ed as abuse of power. Un  l now, no offi  cial has been convicted 
for torture, despite numerous reports about torture happening during arrest and interroga  on. The tes  mony, 
allegedly obtained through torture, is not rejected immediately from the case materials, but remains un  l the verdict 
is published.2 The state does not provide adequate rehabilita  on for torture vic  ms. Law enforcement offi  cers and 
judges are unaware of interna  onal standards of documenta  on and inves  ga  on of torture and other ill-treatment 
(Istanbul Protocol). Regardless of the inves  ga  on outcome, there is no mechanism to compensate torture vic  ms. 

Recommenda  ons

 Criminalise ill-treatment and ensure documenta  on of injuries for persons subjected to torture or other ill-
treatment based on the Istanbul Protocol;
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 Ensure adequate qualifi ca  on of cases of torture and other cases of ill treatment;
 Exclude the use of evidence extorted through torture at any stage of proceedings, provide eff ec  ve mechanisms 

for review and redress with no statute of limita  ons;
 Provide adequate rehabilita  on services to vic  ms of torture and other ill-treatment, including medical, 

psychological, social and legal;
 Introduce mechanisms to provide pecuniary and non-pecuniary damages to torture vic  ms regardless of the 

inves  ga  on outcome.

Police, military police and deten  on centres
During the repor  ng period up un  l May 2018, police widely prac  ced “invi  ng” people for informal talks and then 
charging them with crimes using violence to extort self-incrimina  ng evidence. The prac  ce of holding people in 
apprehension over the prescribed maximum of three hours without suffi  cient grounds and an arrest warrant were 
used extensively to restrict freedom of movement and isolate ac  ve par  cipants and organisers of protests.3 

Police violence was registered during the trial of the “Sasna Tsrer” (an armed opposi  on group) in June 2017. 
Police offi  cers beat four persons in the basement of the courthouse. The a  orneys of vic  ms and the Ombudsman 
documented various physical injuries on the defendants’ bodies. The Commander of the Yerevan escort police 
ba  alion was charged in June 2018.4

Torture and other ill-treatment have been used against witnesses and suspects by the Military police.5 This is due 
to the lack of legisla  ve clarity concerning the func  ons and powers of the Military police in disciplinary cells or in 
ba  alions, lack of civilian oversight mechanisms. Torture and other ill-treatment have also been reported in military, 
however, no military commander has been held liable un  l now. There is no civilian monitoring in the deten  on 
centres of the Na  onal Security Services.6 

Recommenda  ons

 Install audio-video recording in interroga  on rooms of all deten  on centres and inves  ga  on rooms;
 Increase the eff ec  veness of early release mechanisms;
 Ensure legisla  ve clarity on the func  ons of Military police in military ba  alions and disciplinary cells;
 End impunity for the torture and ill-treatment in military and punish high level responsible personnel. 

Peniten  aries
Civil society monitors reported a number of torture and ill-treatment cases in peniten  ary ins  tu  ons, which were 
not inves  gated eff ec  vely. LGBTI inmates and other vulnerable groups face isola  on and humilia  on in prisons.7 In 
2018, 612 cases of self-harming and 430 cases of hunger strike were registered in prisons, which was lower than in 
2017.8 Authori  es failed to eff ec  vely prevent and inves  gate suicide and self-harming cases in prison. Peniten  ary 
Monitoring Group9 has regularly encountered obstacles in visi  ng certain inmates. Access to healthcare, including 
psychiatric care is impeded for many prisoners. Access to methadone subs  tu  onal therapy is impeded for many 
drug-using prisoners. Moreover, the benefi ciaries of this therapy are not eligible for early condi  onal release. 

Recommenda  ons

 Carry out independent and eff ec  ve inves  ga  on into the cases of ill-treatment and self-harming in 
peniten  aries that would lead to the iden  fi ca  on and punishment of responsible persons; 

 Ensure access to remedy for torture vic  ms and their representa  ves; 
 Transfer the prison healthcare under the Ministry of Health and ensure the quality and accessibility of medical 

services for inmates;
 Undertake legisla  ve and other measures to eradicate criminal culture in prisons and discriminatory policies 

towards inmates;
 Improve the access to methadone subs  tu  onal therapy for prisoners. 
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Life prisoners
There are 95 life prisoners in Armenia while the total popula  on is around 3 million.10 The situa  on is due to 
the presiden  al decree of 2003, which ‘sentenced’ 42 persons, previously sentenced to death penalty, to life 
imprisonment; the possibility of sentencing 18-20-year old persons to life imprisonment; ineff ec  ve early release 
mechanisms;11 unjust convic  ons based on the evidence extorted through torture. Amnesty of 2018 did not include 
any life prisoners. Imprisonment without any hope of release amounts to torture and ill-treatment.12

Recommenda  ons

o Repeal part of the 2003 presiden  al decree and ensure appropriate remedies for the abuse of due process;
o Raise the age of life imprisonment from 18 to 21 years; 
o Ensure the applica  on of early release mechanisms to the cases of life prisoners;
o Ensure the eff ec  ve applica  on of early release mechanisms to the cases of life prisoners by a) se   ng clear 

criteria for person’s correc  on evalua  on, b) intensifying the rehabilita  on work with inmates, and c) ensuring 
the quality and impar  ality of reports prepared by the Proba  on service. 

Denial of pain treatment as torture or other ill-treatment
Armenia has integrated pallia  ve care into the na  onal health system, registered and imported oral morphine, 
removed complex procedures and bureaucra  c barriers for prescribing opioids for people with life-threatening 
diseases. However, police con  nue illegi  mate control over prescrip  on process and access to pa  ents’ personal 
data (including photos and passport registra  on in the police), which results in viola  on of the right to privacy, the 
right to confi den  ality and the rights of medical providers. Many pa  ents s  ll end their days in unbearable suff ering, 
which goes against interna  onal standards on pain management, represents a viola  on of the right to health and 
creates a risk of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment.13 Reports and available data show that the consump  on of 
morphine by cancer pa  ents in Armenia does not exceed 2.5% of the total demand; hence, almost 98% of pa  ents 
con  nue bearing the suff ering pain.14 

Recommenda  ons

 Put an end to excessive police interference in the prescrip  on process;
 Ensure access to adequate pain medica  on for all pallia  ve care pa  ents suff ering of moderate to severe pain. 

 

RIGHT TO LIFE

Non-combat deaths
There are no accurate numbers of deaths in the armed forces. The government and civil society reports provide 
confl ic  ng data.15 According to the Helsinki Ci  zens’ Assembly-Vanadzor, from January 2012 to October 2018 the 
number of deaths in the armed forces was 506, 225 from them resulted from cease-fi re viola  on (77 occurred in a 
result of April 1-5, 2016 hos  li  es), 281 were non-combat deaths.16 There were 63 cases of death in the army during 
2018.17 No adequate measures have been taken to ensure eff ec  ve and objec  ve inves  ga  on into these cases. No 
state representa  ve was held responsible for any of the cases. Several non-combat deaths that previously had not 
been eff ec  vely inves  gated, were reopened a  er the 2018 Velvet Revolu  on.18 However, even during the reopened 
stage, the inves  ga  on into these cases is not carried out eff ec  vely.     

Recommenda  ons

 Conduct eff ec  ve inves  ga  ons to hold state representa  ves responsible for non-combat deaths.
 Ensure transparency and accuracy of repor  ng about deaths in the army;
 Ensure genuine inves  ga  on of reopened cases of non-combat deaths, provide remedies to vic  ms’ families;
 Enact legisla  ve mechanisms to ensure pecuniary and non-pecuniary compensa  on to soldiers who suff ered 

health problems during the military service.   
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 Deaths in Peniten  aries
112 inmates died in Armenian prisons during 2014 - 2017.19 This is one of the highest rates among the Council of 
Europe member states.20 In 2017, 17 prisoners died in prisons, two of them commi  ed a suicide. During 2018, 18 
inmates died in peniten  ary ins  tu  ons, two of them died from commi   ng a suicide.21 Though some of these cases 
were inves  gated, no prison administra  on was held accountable.22 

Recommenda  on 

 Conduct eff ec  ve inves  ga  ons into the deaths of prisoners; provide remedies to the families of vic  ms.
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